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Resumption of Play 

In 1987 a new procedure was introduced by 
the NFHS to resume play in the event a team 
was DELAYING to make a thrower available 
AFTER a TIME-OUT or any INTERMISSION.
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Resumption of Play 

In 1987 a new procedure was introduced by 
the NFHS to resume play in the event a team 
was DELAYING to make a thrower available 
AFTER a TIME-OUT or any INTERMISSION.

If the team entitled to the throw-in does not 
make that player available when directed to 

do so, the following RESUMPTION OF PLAY 
PROCEDURES should be instituted 

immediately

Tuesday, December 1, 2009

http://www.ref60.com/index.php/basketball-officiating/126-resumptionofplay
http://www.ref60.com/index.php/basketball-officiating/126-resumptionofplay


Tuesday, December 1, 2009



• After the final warning horn is sounded to 
signal the end of the time-out / 
intermission, the official administering the 
throw-in should SOUND the WHISTLE to 
signal the play is about to resume. 
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• After the final warning horn is sounded to 
signal the end of the time-out / 
intermission, the official administering the 
throw-in should SOUND the WHISTLE to 
signal the play is about to resume. 

• Although not absolutely necessary but 
commonly practiced by veteran officials, 
the other crew member(s) or whomever is 
closest to the bench area to VERBALLY 
ENCOURAGE the teams to break their 
huddles by saying something like ... 
"White ball, time-out is over, no 
substitutes, we're ready to play, let's hustle 
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• If the defensive team does not make their team 
available for play, the team entitled to the ball 
shall be given the opportunity to INBOUND 
IMMEDIATELY without regard for their 
opponent's delay tactics.
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• If the defensive team does not make their team 
available for play, the team entitled to the ball 
shall be given the opportunity to INBOUND 
IMMEDIATELY without regard for their 
opponent's delay tactics.

• If Team A, which is entitled to the throw-in, 
delays their return ... the ball shall be PLACED 
on the FLOOR and the five second count 
started.  This Team A may quickly respond, 
hustle out to the floor, and pick-up the ball and 
complete the throw-in legally within the 
prescribed five second limit.  
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• However, Team B (on defense) is NOT permitted 
to REACH ACROSS the boundary line to pick 
up the ball after the official places it on the floor.  
Since the thrower is not present, it is NOT a 
TECHNICAL FOUL but only results in a DELAY 
of GAME WARNING assessed against Team B, 
provided it is their first warning for delay. 
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• However, Team B (on defense) is NOT permitted 
to REACH ACROSS the boundary line to pick 
up the ball after the official places it on the floor.  
Since the thrower is not present, it is NOT a 
TECHNICAL FOUL but only results in a DELAY 
of GAME WARNING assessed against Team B, 
provided it is their first warning for delay. 

• If Team A does NOT RETURN and the official 
reaches the end of the five second count, a 
VIOLATION shall be ruled and the ball awarded 
to Team B at this same spot.
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• If for some reason Team B is not READY 
to RESUME play after Team A violated, 
the ball shall be put on the FLOOR in the 
SAME MANNER with a five second count 
initiated.  The same applies for Team B as 
stated above.
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• If for some reason Team B is not READY 
to RESUME play after Team A violated, 
the ball shall be put on the FLOOR in the 
SAME MANNER with a five second count 
initiated.  The same applies for Team B as 
stated above.

• Once EITHER team VIOLATES utilizing 
this procedure, ANY SUBSEQUENT 
delays when authorized to make a throw-
in by that team shall result in an immediate 
team TECHNICAL FOUL.
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• The Resuming Play Procedure of placing 
the ball at the free throw line can ONLY be 
used following a TIME OUT. 
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• The Resuming Play Procedure of placing 
the ball at the free throw line can ONLY be 
used following a TIME OUT. 

• EITHER or BOTH teams may be charged 
with a violation during this procedure.
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• The Resuming Play Procedure of placing 
the ball at the free throw line can ONLY be 
used following a TIME OUT. 

• EITHER or BOTH teams may be charged 
with a violation during this procedure.

• The administrating official shall sound the 
whistle to indicate play shall be resume.
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• The Resuming Play Procedure of placing 
the ball at the free throw line can ONLY be 
used following a TIME OUT. 

• EITHER or BOTH teams may be charged 
with a violation during this procedure.

• The administrating official shall sound the 
whistle to indicate play shall be resume.

• If the free thrower is in the semi-circle –the 
ball is then bounced to the free thrower, 
whether or not Team B is occupying their 
required lower  lane spaces.
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• If team B is NOT occupying the lower lane 
spaces and Team A’s free throw is 
successful..  There has been no violation. 
HOWEVER ..if the free throw was 
unsuccessful… a violation shall be called 
on Team B  thus allowing a substitute free 
throw by A1 
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• If team B is NOT occupying the lower lane 
spaces and Team A’s free throw is 
successful..  There has been no violation. 
HOWEVER ..if the free throw was 
unsuccessful… a violation shall be called 
on Team B  thus allowing a substitute free 
throw by A1 

• ONCE EITHER TEAM VIOLATES…any 
further delay by that  team(s) is a technical 
foul.
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• IF the free thrower is NOT in the semi-circle…
the administrating official shall place the ball on 
the floor at the free throw line and the ten 
second count shall begin. 
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• IF the free thrower is NOT in the semi-circle…
the administrating official shall place the ball on 
the floor at the free throw line and the ten 
second count shall begin. 
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• IF the free thrower is NOT in the semi-circle…
the administrating official shall place the ball on 
the floor at the free throw line and the ten 
second count shall begin. 

• Once the ball is at the disposal of the free 
thrower…”NO PLAYER SHALL ENTER OR 
LEAVE A MARKED LANE SPACE OR ENTER 
OR LEAVE THE FREE THROW SEMI-CIRCLE.” 
If this occurs… a violation shall be called The 
ONLY way for team A to avoid a violation in this 
situation, is to request and BE granted a time –
out.
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• If Team A does NOT receive a time-out and a ten second 
count is reached…Team A has violated and so has Team 
B…if they were not occupying their required lower lane 
spaces.
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• If Team A does NOT receive a time-out and a ten second 
count is reached…Team A has violated and so has Team 
B…if they were not occupying their required lower lane 
spaces.
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• If Team A does NOT receive a time-out and a ten second 
count is reached…Team A has violated and so has Team 
B…if they were not occupying their required lower lane 
spaces.

• REMEMBER if no time out has been called and free 
throws are to be taken and a prior team warning for 
delay has been given, if the free thrower IS NOT in the 
semi-circle when the administrating official is ready, a 
technical foul is charged to the free thrower. IF the free 
thrower is in the semi-circle, but does not accept the ball, 
it shall be placed on the floor and the count started. 
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• If Team A does NOT receive a time-out and a ten second 
count is reached…Team A has violated and so has Team 
B…if they were not occupying their required lower lane 
spaces.

• REMEMBER if no time out has been called and free 
throws are to be taken and a prior team warning for 
delay has been given, if the free thrower IS NOT in the 
semi-circle when the administrating official is ready, a 
technical foul is charged to the free thrower. IF the free 
thrower is in the semi-circle, but does not accept the ball, 
it shall be placed on the floor and the count started. 

• If no warning has been given, one is then given and any 
further delay by that team results in a technical.
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• To that end, if a team REFUSES to PLAY after 
technical fouls have been assessed, the game 
may be FORFEITED as a last resort, based on, 
NFHS, state, and local requirements. 
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• To that end, if a team REFUSES to PLAY after 
technical fouls have been assessed, the game 
may be FORFEITED as a last resort, based on, 
NFHS, state, and local requirements. 

• So remember, there is a specific procedure to 
follow if the teams are not ready to resume play 
after a time-out or the conclusion of an 
intermission or after a time out prior to shooting 
free throws or after a foul has been call with free 
throws to follow. Good crew communication with 
the table and benches will usually minimize the 
need for these cases but it's good to know what 
to do when it happens.
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• To that end, if a team REFUSES to PLAY after 
technical fouls have been assessed, the game 
may be FORFEITED as a last resort, based on, 
NFHS, state, and local requirements. 

• So remember, there is a specific procedure to 
follow if the teams are not ready to resume play 
after a time-out or the conclusion of an 
intermission or after a time out prior to shooting 
free throws or after a foul has been call with free 
throws to follow. Good crew communication with 
the table and benches will usually minimize the 
need for these cases but it's good to know what 
to do when it happens.

•  
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